10

Newsletter of the Oklahoma Anthropological Society, May 1985 Vol. 33, No.

Sears, P.B.
1983 Deserts on the March, University of Oklahoma Press, Norman,
Segota, T. , . ..
1967 Paleotemperature changes in the Upper and Middle Pleistocene., Fiszeitalter u, Gegenw.
18:127-141.

Spackman, W., C.P. Dolsen, and W. Riegel ) )
1966 Phytogenic organic sediments and sedimentary environments in the Evarglades-mangrove
complex. Part I: Evidence of a transgressing sea and its effect on environments of
the Shark Rivér Area of seuthwestern Florida, Palagontographica Abt, B 117(4-6):
135-152.

Yan Devender, T.R. and W.G. Spaulding . ] )
1979 Development of vegetation and climate in the southwestern United States. Soience
204:701-710.

Watts, W.A. .
1973 Rates of change and stability of vegetation in the perspective of Tong periods of
time. Quaternary Plant Eaology, édited by H.J.B. Birks and R.G. West, pp. 195-206.
Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford.

1975 A late Quaternary record of vegetation from Lake Annie, south-central Florida.
Geology 3:344-345,

1983 Vegetational history of the eastern United States 25,000 to 10,000 years ago.
Late-Quaternary Enviromments of the United States, Vol, I: The Late Ptemetocege.
edited by S.C. Porter, pp. 294-310. University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis.,

Whitehead, D.R,, $.T. Jackson, M.C, Sheshan, and B.W, Leyden . L
1982 Late-Glacial vegetation associated with cariboy and mastodon in central I1tinois.
Quaternary Researeh 17:241-257,
Wright, H.E., Jr. . .
1970 Vegetational history of the central Plains. University of Kansas, Department of
Geology, Spedial Publication 3:157-172.
1976 Ice retreat and revegetation in the western Great Lakes area. Quaternary Stratigraphy

of North Amerieq, edited by W.C, Mahaney, pp. 119-132. Dowden, Hutchinson, and Ross,
Stroudsburg, Penn.

ek de e ek Ik ok e dedk Fokdkdedkdkodeokdk ek hekddkok h ok kkkok k4 Foke ok k A ek kg dedeodok ok gk gk ke ke k&

A PRELIMINARY REPORT OF AN ARCHEOLOGICAL INVENTORY OF THE THURMOND RANCH,

RoGER MILLS CoUNTY, OKLAHOMA
J. Peter Thurmond and Michael C. Moore

Since December of 1981, the authors have beeh conducting an informal inventory of arch-
eological sites on the Thurmond Ranch in south-central Roger Mills County. The ranch com-
prises some 8370 acres west of 1.5, Highway 283 and south of State Highway 47, about 5 miles
southwest of Cheyenne. Appreximately 20% of the ranch has been surveyed, with 40 aboriginal
archeological sites and 2 hison bone localities recorded to date. Given the paucity of site
distribution information available frem western Oklahoma, we betieve it would be useful to
provide a brief summary of the reconnaissance results. A more detailed presentation is
planned for a latar date when the ihventory has been completed.

The ranch is drained by 2 north-flowing tributaries of the Washita River, Brokenleg
and Sergeant Major creeks. The eastern extremity of the Tertiary Ogallala Formation occupies
the southwestern quarter of the ranch, whereas outcreps of Permian shales and sandstones of
the Doxey and Cloud Chief formations occur across 1ts remainder. Numerous freshwater springs
emerge along the Ogallala-Doxey contact, providing perennial flow atong most of the major
streams, The landscape has been dissected by steep-walled, narrow canyons and draws to pro-
duce a.rough, broken topography. Relief of 10 to 15 meters is commor along the major canyons.
The Ogallala outcrop is associated with a dominant vegetation of bluestem, sand dropseed, and
various species of shinnery pak. The Permian outcrop areas are more commonly associated with
buffalo grass, several grama species, yucca, and catclaw acacia. Eim, cottonwood, walnut,
willow, hackberry, chinaberry, and locust form narrow woodland belts along the canyons .
?1though some of the level ridgetops have been cultivated in the past, tha ranch is now entirely

h pasture, .

Terrace profiles on the ranch suggest that the present highly dissected topography is a
relatively recent phenomenon. Two successive paleosols are visible in many high valley fil3
remnants., These strata are similar in depth and thickness to the paleosols described by
Ferring (1982) for Delaware Canyor, some 90 miles to the southwest. The Celaware Canyon paleo-
sols have been radiocarbon dated at A.D. 1350 to A.D. 1450 fer the upper unit and A.D. 50 to
A.D. 990 for the lower unit. As at Delaware Canyon, materials diagnostic of the Plains Village
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period are associated with the upper ranch paleosol. late Archaic dart points and medern
bison bone have been recovered from the lower ranch paleoso!, Stream entrenchment within the
last 100 years fs indicated, Although incision along the mainstem of Sergeant Major Creek
appears to havé been no greater than 3 meters since Plains Village times, headward erosion
has resulted in gullies 6 to 10 meters deep along many of the tributary drainages,
Archeclagical sites on the upland surfaces tend to be deflated, whereas those within the
canyons are frequently buried and visible only in scarp exposures or downsliope concentrations
of displaced artifacts, In the uplands, numerous concentrations of habitation debris (chipped
and ground stone tools, 1ithic debitage, and burned rock) oceur near spring-fed drainages alonyg
the Ogallala-Doxey contact border. These assemblages are dense and often cover several
thousand square meters in area. local lithic résaurces comprise the materials utilized at
these sites, with cobbles of Ogallala quartzite and Alibates chert the most cowmon. North of

Numerous large quarry/workshops occur throughout the ranch on upland slopes and ridgetops in
association with tag deposits of Ogallala Formation gravels. Such sites are particularly
numerous within 1 or 2 miles of the areas whers the Ogaliala feathers out,

Sites within the canyons are move difficult to assess due to their buried condition.
Burned rock, bison bone, chipped stone debris, and chipped and ground stone tools are among
the materials most frequently found eroding from the valley fill remnants. Two isolated
human burials are known from such contexts.

Chronological classification of the sites recorded to date have been summarized in Table
1 using the cultural sequences outlined fn'Baugh (1984:19-29),

Table 1. Cultural Classification of the Thurmond Ranch Sites.

Late Plains Village (?) 1 (3%)
Early Plains Village 2 (5:}
Incipient Plains Vitlage 2 (5%
Archaic 10 25%)
Paleo-Indian (Plano Horizon) 4 5%)
Unassigned Prehistoric 23 (57%)
Total Sites Recorded 40

The assignment of a single site to the Late Plains Village sub-period (A.D. 1750 to A.D.
1875) is tenuous, at best, since it is based on a surface find of one metal arrowpoint. Two
sites defined as belonging to the Early Plains Village sub-period (A.D, 1100 to 1450) yielded
severa] sherds of Quartermaster Plain and Lfndsay Plain pottery. Two Incipient Plains Village
(A.D. 100 to 1100) sites have been identified by the recovery of Scallorn projectile points.

Ten localities on the ranch have been assigned to the Archaic period based on the
recovery of a variety of dart points, including Ensor, Lange, Marcos, Marshalt, Palmillas,
Williams, and unassigned curner-notched. Absolute dates for Archaic occupations are pro-
blematic in western Oklahoma due to the tack of relevant information. In central Texas,
Prewitt (1981) considers dart points of the Ensor, Lange, Marcos, Marshall, and Williams
types to be diagnostic of the San Marcos, Uvalde, and Twin Sisters phases of the Archaic,
dating ca. 650 B.C, to A.D. 200. In northwestern Texas, Lange, Marcos, and Williams dart
points are considered indicative of the Late Archaic (ca, 1000 B.C.), with the Terminal
Archaic (ca. A.D. 1) represented by Ensor and Palmillas points {Etchieson, Speer, and
Hughes 1978:86). One may tentatively conclude that the Archaic components on the Thurmond
Ranch are relatively late, perhaps dating after 1000 B.C.

The recovery of tanceolate Meserve and Plainview projectile points from two sites
indicates a Paleo-Indian occupation (Plano Horizon), These points are representative of
sites which date between 8000 B.C. and 6000 B.C. (Holliday et al, 1983). It should be noted
that seven of thé Unassigned Prehistoric locations yleld 1ithic debitage and materials
quite similar to those of adjacent Archaic sites.

The chronological composition of the site sample from the Thurmond Ranch forms &
striking contrast to the results of a survey recently performed along fuartérmaster Creek
{Moore 1984), a primary tributary of the Washita River located 20 miles east of tha Thur-
mond Ranch and 5 miles southwest of Leedey. Table 2 provides a 1ist of the prehistoric

sites recorded within the Quartermaster Creek watershed as a comparison with the Thurmond
Ranch sites,

Table 2. Cultural Classification of Prehistoric Sites on Quartermaster Creek,

Archaic/Incipient Plains Village 1 (2%)
Archaic/Plains Viilage 1 (2%)
Incipient Plains Village 10 (16%}
Incipient Plains Village/Plains Village 1 (2%)
Plains Village 11 (18%
Unassigned Prehistoric 39 (60%
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Although very few Archaic components have been {dentified along Quartermaster Creek, a
substantial number of Incipient Plains Village and Plains Village components are present,
As mentioned earlfer, this {s quite different from the Thurmond Ranch sites which are

primarily Archaie,

In addition, the function composition of sites recorded on Quartermaster Creek are

quite different from those on the Thurmond Ranch,

Following the classification established

by Moore (1984:64-55), a comparfson of the Thurmond Ranch and Quartermaster Creek site types

is provided in Table 3.

Table 3. Comparison of Site Types From the Thurmond Ranch and Quartermaster Creek.

Quartermaster Creek

Site Type Thurmond Ranch
Village 0 (0%)
Type A Base Camp 0 0%)
Typé B Basg Camp 10 25%)
Secondary Camp 21 (55%)
Quarry/Workshop 9 {22%)
Total Sites 40

7 (12%)
7 12%)
& 10%}
25  (40%)
16 (26%)
61

An obvious difference between the two areas
(villages and Type A base camps) on the Thurmond

is the absence of more permanent occupations
‘Ranch, The high number of Archaic sites on

the ranch may influence this absence, stnce Archaic people are generally thought to be less
sedentary than later Incipient Plains Village and Plains Village groups. A1l of the villages
and Type A base camps within the Quartermaster Creek watershed date to the Incipient Plains

Village and Plains Village periods.

In summary, Archaic utilization of the Nuartermaster Creek area appears to have been
minimal, with fairly intensive habitation from Incipient Ptains Village through Plains Village
times. The picture from the ranch is exactly the oppostte, with fairly intense Late Archaic
habitation and very little Late Prehistoric utilization, Again, these survey areas are
centered on tributaries of the Washita River just 20 miles apart, Although we have just begun
to address the problem, we are inclined to believe that differences in topography, soill com-

position, and floral species mix between the two
dichotomy.
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